The title of this oration is based upon a quotation from a letterwhich SirIsaac Newton wrote to Robert Hooke, the well known 17th century scientist; and among other things, the inventor of the compound microscope. The letterwas written in February 1675. "If I have seen further it is because I stand on the shoulders of those giants that have gone before". I must thank the Medical Staffofthe Royal Victoria Hospital forthe greathonourthattheyhave bestowed upon me today in asking me to deliver the 2004 Oration. It is interesting to note that in 1852, when DrAndrew George Malcolm was giving this oration he stated that the oration was "an old established custom". From the first Oration in 1827 until 1883 the opening address probably took the form of the 1st clinical lecture of the teaching year. In 1883 it is recorded in the Medical Staff Minutes of the Belfast Royal Hospital that there should be "an introductory address" given annually, and so the tradition continues to this day. "The Science of Medicine has for its object the emancipation from disease ofthose who are afflicted by it, and the preservation of the health of those who possess it". This is not a definition ofmedical practice obtained from a recent textbook but rather that ofthe ancient Indian physician Sush Mita, writing sometime around 500-600AD. I think that the second part of the definition is the most remarkable, as it clearly alludes to the role ofmedicine in preventing disease as well as its role in treatment. Over the years many have argued as to whether surgery is an art or a science. I think that the answer cannot be better stated than in the words of St Francis ofAssisi , who wrote many years ago:
"He who works with his hands is a labourer. He who works with his hands and his head is a craftsman.
He who works with his hands, his head and his heart is an artist".
I suggest to you today that the last line denotes the essential requirements for a surgeon. In 1912 he received the Nobel Prize for Physiology and Medicine and was the youngest recipient ofthe prize at 39 years of age.
As well as writing extensively on experimental surgery and physiology, Carrel shared his thoughts about man in the wider scheme of things, and I feel that one quotation is still apposite today. "A great artist, a great scientist, a great philosopher is rarely a great man. He is generally a man ofcommon type, with one side overdeveloped.
Genius can be compared to a tumour growing upon a normal organism. These ill balanced beings are often unhappy, butthey give the entire community the benefit oftheir mighty impulses. Their disharmony results in the progress of civilisation. Humanity has never gained anything from the efforts of the crowd. It is driven onwards by the passion of a few individuals, by the flame of their intelligence, by their ideal of science, of charity and of beauty". 
